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Meeting Apri 1s 2 Mr G.Parker - Lizards & Snakes 

Meeting May 3 Dr M.Calder - Mistletoes 

Excursion April 14 Reptile Park, Mt.Warrenheip, Bungal 
Apral 19-21 W.V.F.N.C.A.Campout, Princetown 
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President Mss H Burgess 312210 Building of the School of Mines and Industries, 
Q ecrelary: Miss J INNS 3236 70 Lydiord Street South, Bollarat, commencing 7-Mpm. 
lreasurer: Mrs F Williamson 327631 EXCURSIONS, AS SPECIFIED, COMMENCE FROM 
Editors: Mr G Binns 323670 CROCKERS, Cnr. STURT ond ARMSTRONG STREETS, 


BAUWARAT, AT 9.30 am FOR FULL DAY OUTINGS. 


Mr L Fink 052 861319 OR AT 1.30pm FOR HALF DAY. 


BUCALYPTS in DEMAND 


Mest Australians take the eucalypt for granted. 
However, the demahd for this family of trees over 
seas is so great that private firms in this country 
OUP eily export some three tonnes of seed a year 
worth jemillion. 

Avout 450 species of eucalypt have now been ident 
ified, growing in environments which range from the 
wet tropics of Northern Queenslani to the arid inte 
rior of Western Australia and the cool mountainous 
regions of South Eastern Australia and Tasmania. 

There are, therefore, few parts of the world not 
suited to at least one of these species, the excesp- 
tions being where intensely cold winters occurs 

In Brazil 200,000 hectares of cucalypt are being 
planted each year, mainly for use by the pulp and 
paper industry; more than 1,000,000 hectares have 
already been planted. 

Scientists in the United States and Brazil are 
investigating the possibility of using Bucalypts 
to help solve the energy crisis. Both Governments 
have put a high priori, vy on projects to assess the 
potential of Hucalypts as an alternative renewable 
fuel source. 

tucalypt plantations tin South America are already 
operating commercially to supply charcoal as fuel 
for the manufacture of steel and other products, 
and, in arid areas of Africa and Asia, Kucalypts 
are an important source for domestic cooking. 

Under Pavourable conditions, Eucalypts will grow 
four to five metres a year and can be harvested in 
six to seven yearse 

Kucalypts have a strong will to live; most can re 
generate by simply growing out of the stump again. 

This: ability means that people in developing coun- 
tries who cultivate trees in man made forests can 
rely on tucalypts to grow again quickly without a 
complete replanting. 

The key to Eucalypt's versatility lies in its 
genetic make up, it is to Australia that the world 
turns for the original genetic material. 

The Division of Forest Research has been collecting 
Seeds since the 1960's. C.S.I.R.0. paper, 
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MOSQUITO FLAT:—- After the Fires. 


I had heard conflicting views on what effect the 
fires of Jan 14th-15th had had on Mosquito Flat 
varying from all burnt to untouched. It wasn't 
until Feb 9th that I was able to see what had 
happened for myself. 

Of the area that I had previously covered about 
25% had been burnt, mainly in the Western sector, 
the unburnt area includes the dam whereas the burnt 
area includes some of the taller trees and the 
sully where one would hope to find Owlet Nightjars 
and sacred Kingfishers nesting. 

The variety and number of birds in this unburnt 
area Was well up to standard though I only heard 
one Crested Bellbird calling; previousI¥I estimate 
that on a good day I would have heard anything up 
to 5 or 6 Bellbirds. I did not see one Owlet 
Nightjar- right on this western boundary of the 
unburnt area. 

In the burnt area I only saw two live species 
~ a group of Choughs feeding in an open space 
among the ashes and a Brown Treecreeper; though 
there was a Sacred Kingfisher not far from the 
western end of the gully and near a recently occ- 
upied nest hole, 

I had thought that I'd made more than enough 
visits to Mosquito Plat and that I should move on 
to somewhere else in the Campbelltown -— Newstead 
area. 

Now I can see that I'll have to return to see ~ 
how this burnt area. fares; and to note: which species 
come back and when. Lets hope that it isn't too 
long before we get a reasonable Spill of rain to 
help in the regeneration. 

EF. Harrap. 
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FLINTERS ISLAND 


Flinders Island is the largest of about 
50 islands which form the Furneaux Group. These 
islands were discovered in 1773 by Tobias 
Furneaux, who, as Commander of Captain Cook's 
support ship became separated from the Endeavour 
in a storm. The islands lie to the Eastern 
entrance of Bass Strait, the Southern-most 
island being only about 19 Km from Tasmania. 

Flinders Island is approx. 541 sq miles, 
about 75 Km Long and 27 Km wide and 12. hours 
flying from Grovedale in a six-seater Cessna 
Centurian. Flying low it was interesting to 
see the diamond grid patterns formed by the 
swell. 

I recently went to Flinders Island with 8 
members of the Geelong F.N.C. Leaving at 7 p.m. 
the islands over which we flew were impressive 
in the light of the setting sun. There are 
hundreds of shiv-wrecks around the coasts and 
it is no wonder, when one sees the tiny specks 
of rock, just waiting for the unwary navigator. 

The cabins where we stayed were close to 
the airstrip. Having no lights on the strip 
we were not worried with late arrivals. Each 
cabin had the use of a car. 

“With limited time on the island we were 
anxious to go exploring, but provisions needed 
to be purchased, 

Farmland occupies most of the island. The 
East coast is mostly swamp land, where, at 
Cameron inlet we observed numerous birds, mostly 
waders. The area was recovering from fires the 
previous summer. It has been a very dry season 

and some of the lagoons and swamps were dry. 

fo the South the Strzelecki National Park 

is spectacular with its huge granite boulders 
and thick vegetation. The Darling Range, North 
of the S.N.P. appears to be much more barren 
and inhospitable. Other high peaks are The 
Patriarchs in the East and Mt. Killiecrankie in 
the North, Flinders Island is surrounded by 
Muttonbird and Nature Reserves, both on the 
small islands as well as Flinders. The beaches 
have very white sand and the rocky shores are 


mostly granite, The sea is a beautiful turquoise 
colour and some beaches had masses of eelgrass 
piled some 30 cm high where the tide had left it. 

Sealing was active in the late 18th and 
early 19th Century. The island was first really 
settled in the 1840's when an attempt was made 
to save the Tasmanian Aborigines from extinction. 
It failed and all that remains now is the 
restored Chapel, cemetry and a more modern 
farmhouse. The area is called Wybalenna - 
"Plackman's Pouses", 

The Killiecrankie area is renowned for its 
"diamonds", really topaz - they are clear, pink 
and blue. Unfortunately time did not permit 
exploration there. 

The commercial centre is Whitemark on the 
West coast. Lady Barron, in the South operates 
a thriving fishing industry. Cave Parren 
Island lies to the South of Lady Barron, 

Most of the natural veretation is stunted 
and wind-swept, except in the protected areas. 
Some of the vegetation on the island included 
Eucalyptus globulus, E. ovata, . viminalis, 
Acacia dealbata, A. mearnsii, A. melanoxylon, 

A. mucronata, Banksia marginata, Casuarina 
littoralis, C. stricta, Leptospermum laevigatum, 
LL. lanigerum, L. scoparium, Melaleuca squarrosa, 
M. ericifolia. 

Of the 61 bird species seen 7 were indigen- 
ous to Tasmania and the islands. These were 


Green Rosella Strong-billed H/i 
Lusky Robin Elack-headed H/i 
Tasmanian Thornbill Black Currawong 


Yellow-throated Foneyeater 

The Cape Barren Goose is a menace to most 
of the farmers - tvio can eat as much as one sheep. 
We saw hundreds of them. 

The main roads are sealed and many dead 
animals were the result of speeding motorists. 
Wallabies, Pademelons and Wombats were the main 
casualties, 

Yow about Flinders Island for one of our 
activities!? 
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OUTING to the STONEY RISES. 
Fourteen members met at Pirron Yallock. 

The Stoney Rises is a most interesting place. Be- 
fore the whiteman came it swarmed with all sorts of 
game. The stone barriers and fields were intersected 
with swampy depressions covered with rushes. Here 
hundreds of birds and many small mammals made their 
homes. ‘There are still Bandicoots, Rats, Possums, 
Koalas and Wallabies in the area, 

Among the rocks are many caves, sinkholes and dep- 
ressions where the natives could shelter. In some 
places they built small semi circular stone shelters. 

The Koalas are a very healthyand hardy race. Wher 
disease glmost wiped out Koalas in Victoria, new 
colonies were started from this Stoney Rises Races 

Fresh water is plentiful in tho many gas blowouts 
and Jagoons. One of these lagoons has small islands 
that float. We visited this lagoon and watched for 
some time but saw no movement; although some members 
testify that they did 

#f£ser Junch we walked around the lagoon in very 
rovgh and stoney terrain and surprised a Fox. We a 
had. a cuppa and when taking a last look at the 
Islands observed a spotless crake (PORZANA tabuinsis). 

This was one of the highlights of the trip and we 
watched this rarely seen bird for some time. 

Leaving the lagoon we went to the caves at Pombor-— 
neit on Mre Gordon Kent's property. The area around 
the cave is fairly dry and open and the cave itself 
is quite large. With the aid of a failing torch we 
entered and disturbed @ number of Bats. 

Bats have lived in this cave for many hundreds of 
years. The accumulation of Bat droppings was once 
mined and used as fertiliser by the local farmers. 

At the cave entrance there were some very good 
specimens of the Golden Orb Spiders and Jewel or 
Spined Spiders. Just inside there is Necklace Fern 
(ASPLENIUM flabellifolium), a green and grey mosslike 
growth on the floor and Liverwort,. 

s the cave is on private property we are grateful 
to Mr. Kent for his permission to explore. The G.&S. 
I.R.O. band the bats quite regularly and some have 
been found on the Eastern Coastline as far north as 
Cape York Peninsular. 

On their way home Peter and Edna Fry saw a number 


goF Brolgas at Derrinallum 


cont 
The List of birds seen on March 3rd. 
Hoary Headed Grebe, Whitefaced Heron, Straw Necked 
Ibis, Black Swan, Mountain Duck, Black Duck, Grey 
Teal, Chestnut Teal, Wood Duck, Musk Duck, brown 
Hawk, Black Shouldered Kite, Nagnkeen Kestrel, Swamp 
Harrier, Spotless Crake, Dusky Moorhen, Swainp Hen, 
Coot, Spur Winged Plover, Rednecked Stint, Galah, 
Crimson Rosella, Spine Tailed Swift, Kookaburra, 
Welcome Swallow, Tree Martin, Fairy Martin. Superb 
Blue Wren, Striated Thornbill, Brown Tho. 
White Fronted Chat, Yellow Robin, Grey Fantail, 
Willie Wagtail, Grey Shrike Thrush, Yellow Faced 
Honey eater, White Plumed Honeyeater, White Bared 
Honeyeater, Red Browed Finch, Magpie Lark, Dusky 
Wood Swallow, Magpie and Raven. 
This was a most interesting day. 
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REPORTS MARCH MEETING. 

Of special interest were several reports of Koalas. 

Ken. Hammond Koala in Scots Parade 30m from rail- 
way Line. 

Barry Dowling Koala behind Sovereign Hille 

Helen Burgess Koala in Blackwood Tree near Nuggety 
Dame 

Lyndsay Fink Three Koalas killed on road between 

. Meredith and Ballarat 

Joanne Binns 12 Cape Barren Geese by lake near 
Beeac (Lake Beeac probably+ als) 

f. Williamson Bird of prey possibly Gos. hawk in 
Ligar St Garden. Crimson and Wastern 
Rosellas feeding on BH. Leucoxylon 
and bathing in wheel hubcap bath. | 

Helen Burgess N.B. Yarrawec Projcct Committce plan 
a burn off May 5th and request Banksia 
marginata and Hakea sericea seeds for 
spreading. 

Lyndsay Fink ~N.Bs Woilbats Son in Law reported that 
he went from Yea to Seymour and return 
ed four days later counted 14 dead 
Wombats on return journey. 


MARCH MERDING 


MEMBERS NIGHT and ANNUAL MEETING. 


= ee ee 

We had our usual Narch Members night where a very 
interesting collection of slides: was shown. There 
were pictorial reports from W.A. to Queensland and 
Prank Harrap showed some very interesting scenes: of 
Western Victoria. 

Cur President showed some of her trip to Flinders 
Island, where we saw many of the birds that had been 
caught in mist nets by Trevor Pescott. 

This: was a very entertaining evening based on some 
of our Members interests and pleasant Holidayse 

Peter Wry conducted the election of Office Boarers 
for the coming Year. 

The following Members have been elected. 


President: — Miss Helen Burgess. 

Ve President:~ Mr Bill Murphy, 

Secretaryi- Miss Joanne Binns. 

Treasurer; - irs Mlorence Williamson. 

Committee: —- Nr Greg Binns, Mr Lyndsay Fink. 
Mrs Jean Spicer, Miss Gayle Spicer 
Ms Gretel Mangus, Mr Frank Harrap. 

HALtorss — Mr Greg Binns , Mr hyndsay Fink. 
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